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| Society of Proteſtant” Difſenters 


at Bedford. 


Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, 


HEN I conſider my late connexions 
with you as a member of your Church, 


as well as a native of your town, and the agree- 


able acquaintance I have with many of you 


ſtill, I know not how to refuſe your requeſt, 
(in which many friends here concur) to pub- 
liſh the Sermon which I preached at the fune- 
ral of your late worthy Paſtor ; eſpecially as he 
was one with whom I enjoyed a friendſhip, 


vhich I eſteem one of the greateſt felicities of 


my life, and which I ſhall think of with plea- 
ſure and gratitude to the lateſt period of it; 
to whom therefore I muſt conſider myſelf as 


under the ſtrongeſt obligations to pay every 


poſſible piece of reſpect: T bs, indeed, is but 
a ſmall one, but it is the laſt I ſhall ever be 
able to pay him; and I hope it will be inter- 
preted by all his friends as well meant, how- 


ever inconſiderable. 


This plain diſcourſe, I am ſenſible, is not cal- 


culated for the entertainment of polite and cri- 
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| DEDICATION. 
tical readers, nor do I much regret it that it is 
not: It is more immediately deſigned for you, 
who are chiefly intereſted in the mournful pro- 
vidence which occaſioned it, and who, I well 
know, will not eſteem it the leſs on account 


of its plainneſs; as you always loved, and have 


been always uſed to hear, the plain doctrines 
of the Goſpel, delivered in a plain manner, 
without thoſe human ornaments, which tend 


more to pleaſe the fancy, than to enlighten the 


judgment, or to mend the heart. Let me en- 
treat your prayers that what I lately delivered 
to you from the pulpit, and now repeat from 
the preſs, may be accompanied with a divine 
bleſſing, for reviving the ſerious impreſſions 
that might be made on the minds of any who 
heard it---for making ſuch on others who 
may now read it, who either heard it not, or 
heard it in vain---and for promoting, in ſome 


reſpect or other, the advantage of you all. 


Theſe are the fervent prayers of one who ſin- 
cerely wiſhes you well in every reſpect, parti- 
cularly in the ſettlement of another miniſter, 
and who chearfully ſubſcribes, and. will be 


ever ready to approve himſelf, 


Your affectionate Friend, 


N 
G & * 


95 WED And obedient Servant, 
2, 8 * | 
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| HACKNEY, SAMUEL PALMER. 
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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS 


TO THE 
A U DD 0 


CANNOT ſuppoſe that any in this numerous 
aſſembly need to be informed on what occaſion 
I appear among you this night. You are all 


too well acquainted with that mournful providence + 
| which has deprived the world of an uſeful member 
of ſociety—this town of a worthy inhabitant—and 


this church of a faithful paſtor. Moſt of you, I 


doubt not, are deeply affected with this awful event; 


and many of you, at leaſt, are now come to this 
houſe of mourning with a ſincere deſire of improv- 
ing it for the beſt of purpoſes. God grant that 
your ends may be fully anſwered | Be aſſured, it is 
of vaſt importance that an event of this ſolemn 
nature be duly attended to by us all; eſpecially by 
the members of this church. And I hope I need not 
tell you, that it is capable of being improved for the 
moſt valuable purpoſes. Death is a very inſtructive 
monitor. The common leſſons it teaches are many 
and important: But thoſe that may be learnt when it 
calls Miniſters from their ſtations of uſefulneſs in the 
chriſtian church, are more numerous, and more af- 
fecting. What thoſe leſſons are, it is my buſineſs 
(by the help of God) now to ſhew. You might 
naturally have expected a perſon better quglificd 
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2 A Sermon on the Death 
than myſelf to have undertaken this painful office 


and I could wiſh, on ſome accounts, that a ſenior mi- 
niſter had been fixed upon for it: Bur ſince it was left 
-with me by the deceaſed himſelf, 1 hope I need nor 


ſo far diſtruſt your candor as to aſk it, while I di- 
rect your ſcrious meditations to a paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture which; will furniſh us with ſome -thoughts not 
unſuitable to the preſent melncholy occaſion : You 
will find it in 


Pra, 26% 


And when the chief Shepherd ſball appear, ye ſhall 


receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 


F. you examine the preceding eontext, you will 
-- find; that theſe words were addreſſed to miniſters 
of the goſpe,, or, as they are here called, elders. 
in order to encourage them in the faithful diſcharge 


of their duty. The apoſtle Peter, after he had in- 


ſtructed thoſe chriſtian converts to whom his epiſtle 
is directed, and. exhorted them to the performance 
of all the duties which their reſpective characters 


and circumſtances required, proceeds, in the fi/75 
chapier, to addreſs himſelf to his brethren in the 
_ miniſtry, and gives {bem alſo the word of exhorta- 


tion. Phe elders which are among you (ſays he) 
* ] exhort, who am alſo an elder, and a witneſs of 
© the ſufferings of Chriſt.” His exhortation is this: 
Feed the flock of . God. which is among you, tak- 
© ing the overſight e ;* or, performing the 
work of biſhovs : Not by conſtraint,” as if it 
were a painful burden, * but willingly 3 not for fi]- 
thy lucre,* or from that deteſtable Principle of 
deſiring to enrich or. aggrapdize yourſelves, -* but 


„ with a ready mind ;* believing that yours is an 


honourav'e and an uſeful. employment. Neither, 
© (fays he) as being Lords over God's heritage. 
not Galirieg to ulurp. Ds over the property, 
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of the Rev. Mr. Sixvzr3oON, 2 


much leſs over the conſciences of your brethren, 
but enſamples to the flock” —paitergs: of every 
thing becoming a chriſtian character. As a motive 
to enforce this pertinent exhorta ion, the apoſtle 
adds the words of my text—* and when the chief 
Shepherd ſhall appear, ye, ſhall receive a crown of 

glory that fadeth not away. | 

From theſe words we may packer the £ittowing 


obſervarions ; 5 


I. That the cif of the .goſpel ſuſtain the 
character of Shepherds. 

II. That Chrift Jeſus, the great bead of the 
church, is che chief Shepherd. | 

III. That Chriſt the chief Shepherd will one 2 

appear, And 

IV. That on that happy day, his faithful mini- 
ſters fhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away. 

The firſt of theſe propoſitions is implied, and 
the reſt are contained, in the words of the text. 
T ſhall beg leave to Tuggeft a few thoughts on each 
of them in their order, "and then point out che 1 im- 
provement of the whole. ; 1 


Tbe Iſt obſervation? which pleite my to us 
from the text, is, that the miniſters of the 
goſpel ſuſtain the character of Joepherds.. | 

This is neceſſarily implied in tie text itſelf, 

where, in relation to miniſters, Chriſt! is ſtiled the 
chief Shepherd; and it is more fully expreſſed in 
the verſes preceding, in which they are-exhorted to 


feed the flock, and to be enſamples to the flock.: 


which expreſſions evidently allude to the buſineſs of 
ſhepherds, and give us an idea of mitilters as ſuſ- 
taining an office analagous to theirs ; Which there- 
fore is commonly called the Paſtoral office. The 
miniſters of religion are "ſometimes ſpoken, of as 
Watchmen—as Labourers in the Lord's vineyard— 
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4 A Sermon on the Death 

as Ambaſſadors of God, ſent to negotiate a peace 
with men: But there is no ſimilitude which more 
juſtly repreſents their office, or ſets it in a more 
agreeable light, than that of a ſhepherd. We find 
them therefore, in the ſacred writings, frequently 


called by this name. When God promiſed, by the 


prophet Jeremiah, to reſtore the Jews. after their 


diſperſion, he expreſſed himſelf thus: And I will 
* ſet up ſhepherds over them which ſhall feed 
© them *.“ Paul, in his exhortation to the Ephe- 
| Nan Elders at Miletus, fays—* Take heed to your- 


< ſelves, and all the ock .“ And our Lord, in 
his charge to Peter, (which certainly is addreſſed to 
all his miniſters) ules the ſame allegorical form of 
ſpeech—* Feed my ſheep—and fecd my lambs .' 
The Flock which is committed to the care of mi- 
niſters, is, the Church of Chriſt that church 


which he is ſaid to have © purchaled with his own 


blood g.“ The whole congregation, indeed, to 
which they preach is the object of their care; but 
the Church, i. e. the perſons who are received into 


communion, are their peculiar charge: With re- 


ſpc& to both theſe, eſpecially the latter, they are 
ſtiled Paſtors, or Shepherds. The propriety of 


which ſimilitude will appear from the following par- 


ticulars. 


1. The miniſters of Chriſt, like good ſhepherds, 
are acquainted with the ſtate of their flocks. 

I need not ſay how neceſſary a part of the ſhep- 

herd*s character this is; nor is it leſs obvious how 

requilite a branch this is of the chriſtian miniſter's 


office. In order to diſcharge his duty with fidelity, 
and to addreſs himſelf with propriety to the ſeveral 
caſes and characters of his hearers, it is neceſlary, 


I ' HO | Þ $85 5 . 
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of the Rev. Mr. SanDERSON, - 5 | 
that he ſhould know what their reſpective caſes and 


| Characters are. He muſt be acquainted with the 


temptations to which they are expoſed—the ſins 
that moſt eaſily beſet them the diſorders under 
which they labour—the ſnares into which they have 
fallen the afflictions with which they are exerciſed, 
—the ſorrows by which they are opprefſed—and the 
ſeveral circumſtances relative to them which may 
require his advice, his reproof, his conſolations, or 
his prayers. In order to attain ſuch a knowledge 
as this, the faithful miniſter will make a diligent, 
frequent, but prudent enquiry; not merely for his 
own information, but for his people's benefit; that 
he may be able to give * to every one their portion 
* in due ſeaſon *. = 


2, Chriſtian miniſters a& the part of ſhepherds 
in providing for their flocks Food convenient 
for them, | al 1 
The ordinances of God's houſe are the paſtures 
into which they lead them; of which the Pſalmiſt 
gives this beautiful deſcription : # He maketh me 
to lie down in green paſtures, he leadeth me by 
the ſtill waters T. Here miniſters diſpenſe © the 
* heavenly manna, and the water of life,“ for the 
ſapport, the refreſhment, and the entertainment of 
their people's ſouls. Here they break to them 
the bread of life, and diſtribute it according to 
their reſpective neceſſities : Here they open to them 
the wells of ſalyation,' to quench their ſpiritual 
thirſt, —thoſe fountains of joy and conſolation which 
flow from. Chriſt, the rock of ages, of whom 


the apoſtle tells us, I that rock was a type which 


Moſes ſmote in the wilderneſs, from which waters 
uſhed out, and attended the Iſraelites in their 


Journey, Faithful ſhepherds will not ſtarve their 


Luke, xii, 42, + Pf, xxiii. 2. f 1 Cor. x. 4. 
flocks 


ſubſtantial food, which Chriſt has provided in the 


it, © ſhall be nouriſhed up unto eternal life.“ 


who aſſume the garb, and minic the voice of the 


6 +: A Sermoit on the Death © 
flocks with the flowers of Rhetorick, with the dry 
huſks, of Criticiſm, or with the briers and thorns of 
Controverſy, but will feed: them with that plain, 


goſpel, which is ſo well adapted to their ſpiritual 


appetites, with which *< thoſe that hunger and 5 
* thirſt after righteouſneſs ſhall be filled,“ and by ? 


which they will grow in faith, in knowledge; in 
holineſs and in comfort; and, as. our Lord expreſſes 


3. Chriſtian miniſters, like faithful ſhepherds, 
carefully watch over their flocks, to defend 
them from the dangers to which they are ex- 

poſed. n 
The churches of Chriſt are expoſed to many dan- 
gers, becauſe: they are ſurrounded with many ene- 
mies. Satan is ſpoken of juſt after our text, as 
their grand © adverſary, who goth about like a 
< roaring lion, ſeeking whom he may devour *. 
And wicked; malicious men are often employed as 
his agents, to do all the miſchief in the church that 
lies in their power; whom our Lord, therefore, 
calls * thieves and robbers: But none are capable 
of greatcf, miſchief than falſe teachers, (for whom 
theſc appellations were more eſpecially intended) 


ſhepherd; to make a more eaſy prey of the flock. 
Conceraing theſe our bleſſed Saviour propheſied, 
ſaying, *: many falſe prophets. ſhall ariſe and deceive 
many g ;“ and elſewhere, they come in ſheep's ' 
clothing, but inwardly they arc ravening wolves 4. 
Againſt ſuch perſons as theſe the apoſtle Paul 
guarded the Epheſian church: I know (ſays he) 
< that after my departing, ſhall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not ſparing the flock: Alſo” 


* Ver. 8. + Matt. xxiv. 11. + Ch. vil. 15. 
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| of the Rev. Mr. SANDERSON, 7 | ; 


of your own felves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking 
« perverſe things, to draw away diſciples after 
them *. Sucn evil deſigning men ſuch wolves 
in ſheep's clothing, there always have been in the 
chriſtian church; and ſuch there are to this day , 
from whom its members are not without danger. 
Now it is the faithful paſtor's buſineſs to keep a 
diligent watch over his flock——to acquaint them 
with * the wiles of the Devil,” that they may not 


be ignorant of his devices; and to preſerve 


them from being infected with the pernicious errors 
of deceitful men, and from being ſ:duced into the 
evil courſes of the wicked. — Ves, and he will care- 
fully endeavour alſo, to keep them, or to reclaim 
them, from thoſe devious and dangerous paths into 
which, of themſelves, they are prone to wander 
thoſe crooked ways of error and of ſin to keep them 
together in the bonds of unity and peace tò pre- 
ſerve among them that order, regularity, and bro- 


therly love, which are ſo ornamental to a chriſtian 


profeſſion, and fo characteriſtic of Chriſt's genuine 
diſciples. —Fhus they * watch for ſouls as ther 
* that wuſt give an account 4. 


4. The faithful ine acts che part of a ſhep- 
herd, in that he not only takes care of the 
flock in general, but is pecuharly attentive to 
the caſes of thoſe chat need his eſpecial aſliſt- 
ance. 

Being acquainted with the ſtate of his whole 
flock, he makes it his buſineſs to ſuit himſelf to 
the neceſſities of each individual member of it. 
He endeavours to reclaim thoſe that wander to re- 


cover an that have fallen into the ſnares of the 


5. Acts, xx. 29. | 

+ The Author intends not in the leaſt to refle& on any 
particular denomination of Proteſtants. 

1 Heb. xiii. 47, 
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2 Sermon on the Death 


Devil— to eſtabliſh thoſe that are wavering to 
reſolve thoſe that are doubting to comfort thoſe 

that mourn — to relieve thoſe that are in want—to _ 
viſit thoſe that are ſick. He exerciſes great tender- 
neſs in caſes that require it—in dealing with the 
aged and infirm ; and condutts himſelf with pecu- 
liar gentleneſs and affection towards the young 
whether children in age, or in knowledge, grace, 
and experience, who are the lambs of the flock. 
Qace more, | = 


5. The miniſters of Chriſt, may be ſaid to re- 
ſemble ſhepherds, becauſe, like them, they 
walk before their flocks, to guide them where 
they would have them go. 5 
It is obſervable that Sheep were not uſually driv- 
en, like other animals, but that the ſhepherd uſed 
to lead them wherever he would have them go, by 
walking before his fock. Our Lord therefore, in 
his deſcription ef the good ſhepherd, ſays 
When he putteth forth his own ſheep, he goeth 
* before them, and they follow him, for they know 
his voice &' The application is eaſy: a good 
example is more forcible than good advice, and is 
neceflary to recommend it. The apoſtle, there- 
fore, in the verſe before our text, exhorts the Elders 
to be © enſamples to the flock.” This advice faith- 
ful miniſters will conſcientiouſly regard. Senſible 
that it is not enough for them to tell their hearers 
from the pulpit, what they muſt be and do, they 
endeavour to teach it them by their own behaviour, 
According to Paul's exhortation to Timothy, they 
take hced to themſelves as well as their doctrine,” 
and ſtrive to * become examples of the believers in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in . ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity ; making it their buſineſs ever 
* John, x. 4. Sec Pf. Ixxvij. 20. Ixxx, 1. 
+ 2 Tim. iv. 12. | 
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an one be ſtiled a ſhepherd. 


of the Rev. Mr. SaxDzR30N; =» 9 
to act (as they exhort their people to do) under the 
influence of that wiſdom which is from above, 
© which is firſt pure, and then peaceable, gentle 


and ealy to be entreated, full of mercy and gcod 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypo- 


« crily;* that thus they may be able to ſay to the 
people of their charge be ye followers of us.“ 
uch, in a few words, is the character of a 
faithful miniſter, and on theſe accounts may ſuch 
| You have antici- 
pated the application of theſe ſeveral particulars 
for you could not hear them without reflecting 


that ſuch a paſtor had 50. Happy the church 


that is under the care of ſuch a ſhepherd—Thrice 
happy are all the churches—for they are under the 
care of one greater than he whoſe loſs you now de- 
plore—— one who ſuſtains a far higher character, 
and who is far better qualified to execute the charge 
of them, than any——yes, than al! of the wileft 
and ableſt paſtors that God ever placed over them. 
They are under the care of CHRIST himſelf, whom 
we are now led, in the ſecond place, 


Il. To conſider as the chief Shepherd. 

CHRIST JESUS himſelf has condeſcended to 
ſtand in the relation of a Shepherd to the church. 
Under this character he was foretold by the prophets 
long before his incarnation z particularly by the 
prophet Iſaiab, who ſays concerning him, © he 
© ſhall feed his flock like a ſhezherd.” The apoſ- 
tle Peter ſtiles him © the ſhepherd and -biſhop of 
* ſouls.” And he himſelf, ſpeaking of his own 
character and offices, ſays of himſelf, * I am the 
good ſhepherd.” In our text he is ſtiled © the 


© chief ſhepherd :* In which epithet we may ſup- 


poſe the apoſtle to refer either to his peculiar quali- 
fications for that office, and his ſuperiority to bis 
| 8 miniſters 
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10 A Sermon on the Death 


miniſters in it——or to his authority over them, 
to whoſe immediate inſpection he has committed 
the care of his flock. In both theſe views it is with 
propriety that Chriſt is ſtiled the chief ſhepherd : 


Let us therefore briefly. * to both. 


1. Fe bleſſed Lord may here be called the 


chief ſhepherd, in reference to his ſuperiority | 


over his miniſtering ſervants. 

How able and faithful ſoever miniſters may be, 
in all reſpeds Chrit mult have the pre- eminence. 
Him hath God highly exalted, and given him a 
name above every name, that at the name of Je- 
© ſus every knee ſ} ould bow.“ He is ſaid to be 
© conſtitured head over all things to the church.“ 


And therefore it is that the apoſtle to the Hebrews 


ſtiles him that great ſhepherd of the ſheep *.“ 
Chriſt has a peculiar and excluſive property in the 
ſheep. As for miniſters, they are but ſervants un- 
der him. Therefore, ſays the apoſtle Paul, let a 
man ſo account of us as miniſters (or ſervants) of 
« Chriſt F :* but as for him, the church is his own, 
— he * purchaſed it with his own blood. We 
* all, like ſheep, were going aſtray, but are now 
«© returned to him, the ſhepherd of ſouls, being 
* redeemed not with ſuch corruptible things as ſil- 
ver and gold, but by the precious blood of Chriſt; 
who ſays of himſelf, I lay down my life for che 
< ſhe:-p 4." God has accepted the ranſom he gave 
for them, hath committed them into his hands, and 
entruſted him to his care: Thine they were (lays 
he) and thou gaveſt them me S.“ 
Again; Chriſt is the chief ſhepherd, betete he 
is peculiarly qualified for that office. As for mini- 
ſters, they are but men 


* Heb. xiii, 20. + 1 Cor. iv. 1. 


{ * 1 John, X. 15+ 
§xvii. 6. 


5 © with 


* men of like paſſions 
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< with yourſelves :? But Chriſt is emphatically ſtiled 
the Son of God; whom God calls my ſhepherd z? 
and whom, at the ſame time, he addreſſes as * the 
man my fellow “.' Miniſters, with what ever 
gifts they are endowed, are but weak and helpleſs 
men; incapable of defending themſelves, and much 
more of defending their people, from the dangers 
and the enemies that may aſſault them: But Chriſt 
is poſſeſſed of almighty ſtrength, againſt which the 
powers neither of earth nor hell can prevail; and 
therefore he had ſufficient ground to ſay of his peo- 
ple, they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
* pluck them out of my hands F.”—— Miniſters, 
how bright ſoever their intellectual powers, arc 
comparatively very ignorant and unſkilful lia- 
ble to be deceived themſclves, and therefore liable 
(though unwillingly) to deceive others: but © Chriſt 
is the wiſdom? as well as © power of God; in 
him are laid up the treaſures of knowledge and 
< underſtanding.* As he cannot err bimlelf, he 
will not—he cannot lead his people aſtray. Mini- 
ſters are often unacquainted with the peculiar trials 
and neceſſities of their flocks : But Chriſt is inti- 
mately acquainted with them all; and therefore he 


| hath ſaid, * I know my ſheep.” There is no cir- 


cumſtance belonging to the meaneſt of them of 
which he is ignorant; nor can any poſſible caſe 
happen in which he knows not how to act. Mini- 
ſters are often ignorant of the diſeaſe, and oftener 
of the remedy, but Chriſt the ſkilful ſhepherd is 
perfectly acquainted with both. In ſhort, © it has 
« pleaſed the Father that in him ſhould al} fulneſs 
* dwell.* Let me add, 

Chriſt is not only ſuperior to others in his quali- 
fications for his office, but in his faithfulneſs and 
ſucceſs in it. Even in the beſt of miniſters there are 


* Zec Xille 7. I John, X. 28. 
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12 Sermon on the Death 

too many ſad deficiencies, which _ freely own 
and ſeriouſly lament: They are far from being ſo 
diligent, ſo faithful, ſo compaſſionate as they ought 
to be: But Jeſus, the great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
ever employs his watchful eye over them has a 
moſt tender regard for their welfare 
diligent to promote it. Even the weakeſt among 
the lambs of his flock he will preſerve from the 
mouth of the lion: Of all that the Father hath 
given him he will loſe nothing,“ but will faith- 
fully keep what is committed to his traſt, He will 
defend his people from every fatal evil——he will 
ſupply them with every needful good 
the meaneſt or moſt unworthy among them ſhall 
have reaſon to complain of hard treatment or neg- 
lect. The prophet 1/aiab, in that remarkable paſ- 
ſage before referred to, propheſied concerning him 
in the following expreſſive words: * He ſhall feed 


* his flock like a ſhepherd, he ſhall gather the 
* lambs in his arm, he ſhall carry them in his bo- 
* ſom, and gently lead thoſe that are with young *.* 
This character does the bleſſed Jeſus abundantly 


fulfil, His watohfpl eyes are ever employed for their 
ſafety, for the ſhepherd of Iſrael never ſlumbers 
* nor ſleeps.” That love which brought him from 
the throne ta the croſs, for his people s fake, will 


engage him to beſtow upon them all the neceſſary 


ſupplics of his grace here, and to crown all with 


glory hereafter. He has promiſed: to, give unto. 
* his ſheep eternal life.“ He will ſafely conduct 


them all through this wilderneſs, by his providence” 


and by his ſpirit, and will lead them to the para- 


diſe of God, where they ſhall be free from every 

danger, and ſecure in the poſſeſſion of every bleſ- 

ſing; for there © is fulneſs of Joy——there rivers 
$ of 8 00 for ever more.“ | 
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Happy they that are under the Redeemer's con- 


duct! —— thrice happy the people who are in 


< ſuch a caſe! Well may they exult and triumph 
in the language of holy David even when their 
earthly paſtors are removed from them and laid in 
the duſt——< The LORD is my ſhepherd, I ſhall 
* not want: He maketh me to lie down in green 
© paſtures, and leadeth me beſide the ſtil] waters: 
* he reſtoreth my ſoul, he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteouſneſs for his name's ſake. Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death 


II vill fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy rod 


and thy ſtaff they comfort me. But fur- 
ther, . | 


2. When the apoſtle tiles our Lord the chief 
ſhepherd, he may be ſuppoſed to refer to his 
authority over miniſters, as well as his ſuperi- 
ority to them, | 


Though miniſters are called ſhepherds as well as 


he, they are but under. ſnepherds employed by 
him — ſubject to his authority and entirely at his 


diſpoſal. Even the apoſtles themſelves taught 


their hearers to conceive of them, not as Lords 
and Maſters, who had a right to claim dominion 


over their faith, but as the ſervants of Chriſt, and 


as the ſervants of all men for his ſake. * We 
* preach not ourſelves? (ſays the great apoſtle of 


the Gentiles) * but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and our- 


* ſelves your ſervants for Jeſus ſake, We have 
* this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that the excellency 
* of the power may be of God and not of us F. 
We are not ſufficient to think any thing as of 
* ourſelves,” but all our ſufficiency is of God thro? 
* Chriſt. Who is Paul, or who is Apollos, but 
* miniſters by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 


i Pſ. XXili, 5, | 7 2 Cor. iv. 5. 7. : 
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I4 Sermon on the Death 


© gave to every man. I planted and Apollos wa- 


* tered; but neither is he that planteth any thing, 
nor he that watereth, but God that giveth tz 


© encreale *” Now if the apoſtles theraſclves 


claimed no authority, nor boaſted any ability of 
their own, much leſs can their ſucceſſors do 
it, who are ſo much their inferiors— Nor do 
the wiſeſt and beſt of miniſters make any ſuch pre- 
tence. They eſteem it a ſufficient honour — an 
honour, of which they confeſs themſelves unwor- 
thy, to be the ſervants of Chriſt, and with humi- 
lity acknowledge him as their maſter. They do 
not indeed call any nan maſter upon earth; but 


one is their maſter, even Chrift, to whom they 
meekly bow, and in whom they glory, as the chief 


ſhepherd of the flock, and as the ſhepherd of their 
ſouls, | 

It is he that calls them to their office ; from him 
they receive their commiſſion and derive their au- 
thority. © Ye have not choſen me (ſays he) but I 
have choſen you, and ordained you to preach the 
© goſpel.” Therefore ſaith Paul, I thank God, 
* through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who hath count- 
ed me faithful, putting me into the miniſtry. 
It is Chriſt alſo that qualifies his miniſters for their 
arduous work : by his holy ſpirit he endows them 


with thoſe gifts and graces which are requiſite for 


their comfortable, honourable, and ſucceſsful diſ- 
charge of it. He, who is ſaid to © hold the 
* ftars in his right hand,” ſtations his miniſters in 
what parts of his church ſoever he pleaſes, and 
fixes them over their reſpective flocks. He aſ- 
fiſts, encourages and ſucceeds them in their work. 


And whenever he ſces fit, he calls them away 


from their ſervices on earth, to give an account of 
themſelves to him, and to receive their reward : 
* * 1 Cor. 111. 7. i 
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For to him, by whom they are employed, are they 
accountable for the manner in which they have diſ- 
charged their truſt, and from him are they to ex- 

& the reward of their labours. 

On theſe accounts may our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be 
ſtiled the chief ſhepherd. Let us reverence and 
adore him under this character; and though he is 
now inviſible to us, let us recollect that very inter- 
elting truth, which was the ſubject of our 


Ul. Obſervation, That Chriſt the chief ſhepherd 

will one day appear. 

Now he carries on the great buſineſs of men's 
ſalvation by the hidden operations of his providence, 
by the ſecret influences of his ſpirit, and by the 1n- 
ſtrumentality of his miniſtering ſervants, withouk 
appearing himſelf; on which accounts ſinners may 
think him unobſervant of their conduct, and ſaints 
perhaps may doubt the reality of his care. But 
there is a day coming, wherein he will fully con- 
vince both the one and the other, by revealing himſelf 
in all his glory, and in all his grace. Yes ! that 
Jeſus who once came into our world * to ſeek and 

to fave the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael,” will 
ere long come again: But in a very different man- 
ner, and for very different ends. Then he appear- 
edin © the form of a ſervant, and was deſpiſed and 
* rejected of men.* Not aware of the dignity of 
his character, and the kindneſs of his intentions, 
they treated him in the moſt ignominious and bar- 
barous manner they even nailed him to the 
croſs. . But when he comes again, he will appear 


like himſelf ——will fully manifeſt the glory of his 


perſon——the dignity of his offices——his univer- 
tal authority and dominion, to the ſhame of his 
enemies, but to the joy and everlaſting conſolation 
of his friends, When he firſt appeared, it was 
to redeem the world, but when he appears again it 

will 
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will be to judge it. This awful—this delightful 
event, is what the word of eternal truth moſt 
ſtrongly aſſures us will come to paſs, Yea, the 
Saviour himſelf hath ſaid, * Behold I come quick- 
ly, and my reward is with me.“ Accordingly, 
believers are deſcribed as looking for that bleſſed 
hope, even the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt.“ To this 
great event the apoſtle refers.in our text.— When 
the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear.” He does not 
ſay when that event will take place, for © of that 
day and hour knoweth no man;' but he ſpeaks 
of it as a thing of the moſt; undoubted certainty, --- 
Let us briefly conſider the ends for which the great 
ſhepherd will make this = _—— And we 
my obſerve, 


1. That it will be to examine into * ſtate of 
oo, flock, and to receive his people to him- 
fe .} 

According to the account which our Lord him- 
ſelf has given us of the proceedings of that ſolemn 
day, he, the ſon of man will come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him; and before him 
ſhall be gathered all nations.“ Every individual 
of mankind, whether high or low, rich or poor, 
ſmall or great,” learned or illiterate, ſaints or ſin- 
ners, * of all nations and kindred, and people and 
< tongues,” ſhall be ſummoned, and muſt appear, 
before his tribunal. And he, the impartial judge, 
ſhall make an exact ſcrutiny into their conduct, and 
hercupon * ſeparate them one from another' (agree- 
ably to the ſimilitude uſed in our text) © as a Shep- 
« herd divideth his ſheep from the goats. He 
„will ſet the r on his right hand, but the goats 
* on his left *.“ As for thoſe. unhappy creatures 


* Matt, xxv. 3 FÞH: 
| who 
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who have milimproved the advantages they enjoy- 
ed under the faithful Shepherds he ſent to watch 
over their ſouls, eſpecially thoſe that deſpiſed and 
abuſed his ſervants, the chief ſhepherd will high- 
ly reſent the affront they put upon bim, and doom 
them to everlaſting deſtruction. But as for his 
own people, who * obeyed them that had the 
rule over them,“ who improved in knowledge, 
and in holineſs by their inſtructions and diſcipline 
—thoſe whom he calls his ſheep,* who heard 
© his voice and followed him,“ he will then public- 
ly acknowledge them as his own, and take them 
under his own more immediate care. Then will 
he conduct them to the heavenly Paradiſe, where 
they ſhall no more be expoſed to the injuries 
of this unfavourable climate, nor the dangers of 
this deſert wilderneſs—where every mental diſorder 
ſhall be perfectly cured—where every enemy ſhall 
be for ever excluded—where the fear of danger 
| ſhall no more alarm them — where they ſhall 
hunger no more, nor thirſt any more,? but find 
every want richly ſupplied: for in that better re- 
gion, the paſtures are ever green — there the 
ſtreams of joy flow perpetual and for ever, and 
there the ſaints ſhall enjoy a perfect, an unineerrogh: 
ed, an immortal felicity. 


2. When Chriſt the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, 
he will particularly examine into the conduct 
of þis under-ſhepherds, and reward them ac- 
cording to their works. 

Miniſters as well as people, are accountable to 
him, and muſt at laſt ſtand upon an equal footing 
at his bar. No titles, no reputation, no learning, 
no accompliſhments, no ſucceſs, ſhall excuſe them 
from being as ſtrictly dealt with as other men. 
Then will all men be called to give an account of 


ie manner in which they have improved their 
. reſpective 
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reſpective talents, to him from whom they received 


them; and then mult miniſters, among others, 


give a ſtrict account of. theirs. Thoſe of them 
that have abuſed, or neglected to improve their 
talents that have been unfaithful to their maſ- 
ter's truſt that have ſcattered his flock that 
have been the means of ſeducing and deſtroying the 
fouls of men, can expect no mercy when the chief 
ſhepherd ſhall appear, but ſhall be condemned as 
* unprofitable and wicked ſervants and doomed 
to aggravated and endlels puniſhment. If thou 
© ceale to warn the wicked (ſaith God) the wicked 
© man ſhall -periſh in his iniquities, but his blood 
« will I require at thine hands *.“ Our bleſſed 
Lord has foretold (may we who bear the ſacred 
character + be fuitably affected with the awful 
prediction ) that * an in that day will fay unto 
* him Lord, Lord! have we net propheſied [or 


< preached] in thy name? and in thy name caſt 


* out devils? and in thy name done many wonder- 
ful works? to whom he will profeſs, I never 
* knew youz depart from me ye that work ini- 
* quity 4. Dreadful day to ſuch indeed! happy 
for them would their mafter never appear ! Bur 
with reſpect to all his faithful miniſters, his appear- 
ing will be the moſt delightful event their eyes 


eher beheld: as will be evident it we : conliyer, 


what was our laſt obſervation, 


IV. That then they ſhall receive @ croton of 


glory that fadeth not away. 
No work of faith or labour of love, performed 
for Chriſt's ſake, ſhall go unrewarded. None of 


his faithful ſervants ſhall © labour in vain in the 


Lord.“ But at chat great day when he comes to 


* Ezek. xxxili. 8. 


| + Several miniſters were preſent. 
T Mat. vii. 225 23» | | 
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give each of them the gracious recompence, he 
will beſtow on his faithful miniſters a diſfinguiſhed 
reward. He hath ſaid * Be thou faithful unto 


death, and I will give thee a crown of life:* and 


at that day he will make bis promiſe good. While 
fothful and wicked paſtors receive their deſerved 
ſentence, the language addreſſed to et will be 

— Well done good and faithful ſervants, enter 
into the joy of your Lord. They that have 
turned many to righteouſneſs (it is ſaid) ſhall ſhine 
as the ſtars for ever and ever 5.“ In the proſpect 
of this felicity the great apoltle triumphed at his 
approaching diſſolution: * I have fought a good 
fight (ſays he) | have finiſhed my courſe, and 
s have kept the faith ; hence forth there is laid up 


for me a crown of righteouſneſs :* And every 


real miniſter of Chriſt (how much ſoever his infe- 
rior) is warranted, wich the ſame bleſſed proſpect, 
to triumph too. Our text aſſures all ſuch, without 
diſtinction, that when the chief ſhepherd their 
great maſter appears, they ſhall receive a crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away: His own right hand 
will place this crown upon their heads. A crown 
of 6LoRyY! —— A crown! which, in magnificence 
and ſplendor ſhall infinitely ſurpaſs that which the 


- mightieſt monarch on earth ever wore, As for 
: earthly crowns, they are but trifles 


mere chil- 
dren's toys when compared with 7zhis: They are 


compoſed of periſhing materials: pearls and dia- 


monds are but refined clay: they muſt ſoon loſe 
their luſtre, and they, and thoſe that wear them, 
muſt mingle with the duſt from whence both were 
taken. But the crown which faithful miniſters 
ſhall receive, may with propriety be called a crown 
of Glory for many reaſons, but eſpecially on ac- 
count of that one property of it which is men- 


$ Dan, xii. 3. 
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tioned in our text, viz. that it fadeth not away. 


It is a crown which they ſhall wear as long as Chrit, 
who beſtows it, ſhall wear his: for he who made 
them * prieſts and kings,” has promiſed that they 
+ ſhall reign with him for ever and ever,” 

Let me add; it will be no inconſiderable part of 
a faithful miniſter's felicity, to ſee his beloved 
flock follow him to glory. To ſce a multitude of 
happy ſouls, by his means, turned from the error 
of their ways—— ſaved from ſin and death— 
directed into the way of peace and holin:ſs——and 
at laſt conducted by the chief ſhepherd into the 
cceleſtial paradiſe, muſt be a circumſtance that will 


add much to his glory and joy. Yea ſuch ſouls. 


will be the brighteſt jewels in his heavenly crown. 
The apoſtle therefore, addreſſing his Philippian 


friends, calls them his joy and crown f.* "And 


to the Theſſalonians the ſame apoſtle ſays, * What 
is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are 
not ye in the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
at his coming? ye are our glory and joy .. 

But I muſt not enlarge; it is more than time 
for me to proceed to the Application of this dil- 
courſe. 0.5 

From what has been ſaid we may ſee abundant 
occaſion for thankfulneſs to God for the care that 
he has taken of his church, and the proviſion he 
has made for its welfare, When it pleaſed him to 
raiſe unto himſelf a church and people from among 
the apoſtate race of Adam, he * ſet up one ſhep- 
* herd over them,' the ſon of © David his ſervant,? 
after the fleſh, and his own eternal ſon ; concerning 


whom he ſaid, He ſhall be their ſhepherd *.“ 


Let us be thankful that he fixed upon one who was 
in all reſpects ſo well qualified for this high office, 
and who has ever approved himſelf ſo faithful to 


+ Phil. iv. 1. fi Th. ii. 1g, Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 
| his 
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3 his truſt. And let us be thankful too, that, under 
I this chief ſhepherd, he has been pleaſed ro furniſh 


his church with inferior © paſtors and teachers” 

from among men, —* men after his own heart, 

© to feed his people with knowledge and under- 

« ſtanding ||. That beſides © prophets, apoſtles, 
and evangeliſts, he gave ſubordinate teachers? to 

be continued in his church to the end of ti 
the perfecting of the ſaints, for the wor, 
L * miniſtry, for the edifying the body of 
I From the deſcription which has now been 
| a faithful paſtor, it appears, that ſuch 
bleſſings. Think of the poor heathen, wio a 
| loſt ſheep wandering in the wilderneſs -Ahink of 
the many and large congregations in this Thriſtian 
land, who are under the care of ignorant, negli- 
gent ſhepherds, and then you will have a more juſt 
idea of their felicity, who are favoured with wiſe 
and able and faithful one. 

This has been the felicity of this chriſtian ſo- 
ciety. I affectionately congratulate you (my friends) 
upon it, and now call upon you for thankfulneſs 
to God for it. You have been ſingularly happy, 
in that, ſince you were a church, you have never 
been long deſtitute of a paſtor, and that you have 
always had ſuch as I have been deſcribing, who 
have watched over you with diligence who 
have fed you with wholeſome food ho have 
kept you together in unity and peace who have 
gone in and out before you in a manner becoming 
the goſpel - and I add —— who have been long 
continued with you F. Often recollect with grati- 
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Jer. tit; 15. * Eph. iv. 10, 17, 

+ dince the time of that worthy and uſeful man, Mr. 
ohn Bunyan, (ſo well known in the world as the author 
f the Pilgrim Progreſs, and who died in the year 1688) 

the church at Bedford has had only three Paftors. Mr. 
Milſen, who ſucceeded him, was ſucceeded by the ay. 
r. 
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— A Sermon on the Death 
tude to the chief ſhepherd his kindneſs to you here- 


in; and oh fee to it that you do not receive this 


grace in vain,” Humble yourſelves b:fore God, 
that your improvement has been no more propor- 


tioned to the advantages you enjoyed under your 
pious miniſters; and, now they are gone, re- 
member their counſels, their examples, and their 
prayers ! | 
Under your late worthy and venerable paſtor, 
whoſe remains we have this night been committing 
ro the duſt, you enjoyed many peculiar advantages. 
You know how near your intereſts lay to his heart; 
and how tenderly he was concerned for your im- 
morial welfare how faithfully he reproved, ad- 
moniſh:d and warned you how kindly he in- 
ſtructed, adviſed and comforted you how many 
friendly hints he has given you in private——and 
how many affectionate addreſſes he has made you 
from the place, where I now ſtand. But ah! he is 
gone! and will addreſs you no more! The mourn- 
ful garb in which this pulpit is deckt reminds you, 
that he who ſo often occupied it, and ſo much to 
your ſatisfaction, has deſerted it for ever. His 
eyes are cloſed in death his lips ſealed in ever- 
laſting filence——his body, cold and hfeleſs, con- 
fined within the narrow limits of the grave. 
The chief ſhepherd has called him from his flock, 
——— Aſk yourſelves, firs! to what purpoſe he 
Jaboured among you, and what advantage you 


Mr. Evenezer Chandler, about the beginning of this cen- 
tury: A man of a worthy character, — miniſtry was 
remarkably ſucceſsful, and under whom the congregation 
ſo much encreaſed, as to require a larger Meeting-houſg 
to be erected. In the year 1737, Mr. Sanderſon went to 
Bedford, as an aſſiſtant to him, and was ordained as Co- 
pa or with him, May 14, 1740, But ſome years before 

r. Chandler's death the whole paſtoral charge devolved 
upon him, which he continued to execute as long as he 
ve < 
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gained under his miniſtry. Some of you, I truſt, 
have been converted from ſin to holineſs thereby, of 


whom it may be ſaid, you © were born here.“ Many 
of you I doubt not have, by his miniſtry, been 
inſtructed, comforted, and eſtabliſhed in your moſt 
holy faith. You will, you muſt remember your 
deceaſed paſtor with joy and gratitude as long as 
yes, you will remember him, and re- 
Joice with him for ever. | 

But I fear there are others among you who have 
ſat under his miniſtry in vain. Some of you per- 


haps have deſpiſed his counſels, and mocked at 
his reproofs ;* who, inſtead of having been con- 


verted to God by his preaching, are rather hardened 


in fin. And are there not many of you, notwith- 


ſtanding all his warnings and entreaties, ſtill in an 
unregenerate, unholy condition ? Your folly and 
your guilt are beyond expreſſion great. Hereby 
you have not only grieved the heart of your paſtor, 


but highly offended the chief ſbepherd himſelf, who 


ſent him to you for your ſalvation, He is now 
indeed gone from you, and cannot give you the 


reproof which your fin deſerves. But remember 
that the chief ſhepherd himſelf will ſoon appear! 


that then he will call you to an account for your 
abuſe of your ſpiritual privileges yes, and he 
will call your miniſter to witneſs againſt you. 0 
think how you will then appear before him, and 
what account you will be able to give! At the ſame 


time that he receives his crown, you will receive the 


irreverſible ſentence of condemnation : I mean 


-unleſs you repent; which, bleſſed be God, you 
may yet do. God now calls you to it, by his 


word, and by his providence—— by that awful 


providence which has taken your miniſter from you. 


Hear his voice and obey it, May God incline 
your hearts to it, and make the death of your 
miniſter the means of ſpiritual life to your ſouls! 

: | Be 
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Be entreated now to remember the warnings and 
the exhortations he gave you, before that awful 
period arrives, when you ſhall remember them in 


vain when you ſhall remember them .to your 
eternal ſorrow and ſhame. Now conſider him as 
loudly calling to you from the grave, before you 


yourſelves come thither, O hear him from the 


manſions of the pEAD, though you would not hear 


him before. If you are ſo wiſe, he will one day 


rejoice over you among others of his converts, and 
when he receives his crown, you ſhall receive a 
crown of glory too. Permit me, who now ſtand 
wheie he has often ſtood (with reſpect to you) in 
vain, to plead with you in his ſtead——permit me 
to plead with you © in CHRIST's ftead to be re- 
* conciled unto God.“ It is one important branch 
of our office who miniſter in holy things, to nego- 
ciate a reconciliation between God and ſinners; and 
here we cannot but be importunate with you, be- 
cauſe we know that your eternal intereits are ſo 
nearly concerned herein. We would not wiſh to re- 


ceive our heavenly crowns alone, but long to have 


you partake with us in this our honour and felicity. 
For our ſakes then, but eſpecially for your own 
ſakes, hear us, before your day of grace is finiſhed, 
when this joyful ſound of reconciliation ſhall reach 
Your ears no more for ever. — | | 
Let me now addreſs a few words to the younge 


part of this ſociery. Seriouſly attend, my dear 


friends, to the daily inſtances of mortality, of 


which you are the ſpectators, eſpecially to that very 
affecting one which we are now called to improve; 


and be induced by all to * remember your creator in 
the days of your youth.“ On you the future prof- 


perity of this ſociety muſt greatly depend: for you 
thercfore your dear paſtor offered his moſt fervent 
prayers to you he addreſied himſelf with pecu- 


liar tenderneſs and affection on you he grounded 
| his 


6 


2 


his moſt pleaſing expectations 
vou, for yon he was particularly concerned upon his 
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and, let me tell 


dying bed. O take heed that his exhortations, his 

prayers and his hopes be not entirely fruſtrated, | 
As for you, my brethren, who ſtand” related to 

one another in the communion of this church, and 


eſpecially thoſe of you on whoſe care and manage- 


ment the welfare of the church and congregation 


moſt depends, let me beg of you alſo to ſuffer 


the word of exhortation.* Do you likewiſe re- 
member your paſtor's faithful advice, and '* let 
© your converſation be as becometh goſpel of 
© Chrift.” Remember eſpecially his exhortations 


to brotherly love, peace and unity; and imitate 


the example he ſet you to enforce his precepts. 
Be of one mind and one heart; bear and forbear 
with one another; walk in love and in peace, and 


© believe it, the God of love and peace will be 


with you.” - 

In loſing your paſtor, you have ſuſtained an un- 
ſpeakable loſs; but if you rightly improve it, it 
will be your gain: Let this be your ferious con- 
cern, and the matter of your fervent prayers. Be 
not too ſorrowful on account of his departure; for 
though it might have been good for you that he 
ſhould have abode longer in the fleſh, it was far 


better for him to depart, becauſe he is now with 


Chrit——he is gone to receive his heavenly crown. 


And remember, that though your ſhepherd is dead, 
CHRIST the CHIEF ſhepherd ſtill lives, and 


that he is the ſame yeſterday, to-day and for 
ever .“ While he is your ſhepherd you ſhall 
not want. Look up to him to provide you again 
(who has formerly done it) with a © paſtor after his 
* own heart.“ He is not only an almighty, but a 
compaſſionate ſhepherd. Read that inſtance of his 


+ Heb. xi. 8. 
E tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs in the days of his fleſh, —_ by the 
evangeliſt Maithew , and rake encouragement 
from it: * When he ſaw the multitude, he was 
moved with compaſſion on them, becauſe they 


© were ſcattered abroad as ſheep having no ſhepherd.” 


If you duly look to and confide in him, he will 
| have the like compaſſion on you, and not ſuffer you 
long to be deſtitute of one. 

Ler it afford you yet. further conſolation, under 
your preſent loſs, to reflect that very ſoon the 
chief 3 himſelf will appear, when his churches 
will need theſe his ſervants no longer, but will be 
more immediately under the Saviour's on cogni- 
ſance and care. And remember too, that at hat 
day you ſhall meet your beloved paſtor again; and 
that then you will mutually contribute to each 
other's joy, and add a mutual luſtre to each other's 
crown. 

It might naturally be expected that, before I 
conclude this ſermon, I ſhould enter into the par- 
ticulars of Bis character whoſe death occaſioned it: 
but theſe would of themſelves furniſh materials for 
a whole, and an. edifying diſcourſe: And I am 
ſorry to ſay, that this I cannot attempt without 


violating the will of the deceaſed; for ſuch were 


his modeſty and humility (virtues which conſtitute 
an amiable character) that he deſired 0 character 


might, on this occaſion, be given him. But why 


need I regret this circumſtance ? He was too 
well known, in this town eſpecially, to need a 
panegyric from me——moſt of you, I am per- 
ſuaded have a much higher idea of him, than any 
thing I could ſay would be able to give you. All 
of you have heard moſt of you know, how he 
acted in the capacities of a neighbour, a friend, an 
buſband, and a chriſtian ; and you of this ſociety, 


t Mat. ix. 36, 
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in particular, well know how he conducted himſelf 
as a miniſter of the goſpel —— with what dignity, 
and yet with what eaſe he converſed with you 
with what fervency and propriety he prayed with 
you and for you with what ſeriouſneſs, and at 
the ſame time, with what freedom of ſpeech and 
happy familiarity he preached to you the doctrines 
and the duties of religion not in the words of 
man's wiſdom, but in that plainneſs of language, 
and ſimplicity of manner, which beſt becoine the 
ſervants of a crucified maſter. Nor are you igno- 
rant how ſtrongly his example enforced the doctrines 
he taught. How he lived, you muſt you 
do know, far better than 1 can tell you. How he 
died, you will naturally deſire to hear il may add, 
you can eaſily gueſs: And J have the happineſs of 
being able to aſſure you, he died as he had lived 
that is, like a Chriſtian, and like a Miniſter .of 
Jeſus. He ended his courſe in that manner in 


which the apoſtle Paul was ſo deſirous of ending his, 
wjhen he ſaid, © Neither count I my life dear unto 


me, ſo that I may finiſh my courſe with joy: On 
which words he preached (a remarkable circumi- 
ſtance) the very laſt time he appeared in this place. 
He bore his illneſs with great patience and reſigna- 
tion to the Divine Will; often repeating thoſe 


words of Fob, * Though he ſlay me, yet will I 


© truſt in him;* and thoſe of Paul, * Theſe light 
* afictions which are but for a moment, work 


© out for us a far more exceeding and an eter- 


nal weight of glory.“ He told me © he bleſ- 
* ſed God, he was not laviſhly afraid of death, 
© nor yet greatly deſirous of living ;” and added, 
« that was he permitted to chooſe for himſelf, he 
„would refer it to God, and ſay, Lord, not as I 
* will, but as thou wilt.” He converſed, al- 
moſt to the laſt, with great freedom, with thoſe 

| | K x about 
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about hi m, much to their edifieation *; and prayed 


with great fervency——not ſo much for himſelf, as 
for the world, this kingdom, the church of Chriſt, 


and his particular friends. Even in his delirium, 


which ſeized him but a little before his death, he 
diſcovered this benevolence of heart, and plainly 
indicated what was the main, bent of his ſoul. He 
was, in 2 more particular manner, concerned for 
the intereſts of this ſociety, in which he ſaid he had 
laboured many years, with great pleaſure, and not 
without ſome ſucceſs, ——He died (and he delired 
that you might know he did) in the ſame faith he 


_ preached to you; and felt the power of thoſe bleſſed 


truths he had embraced and defended, in ſupporting 
and comfarting his ſoul, when nothing elſe could 
do it. Under the influence of theſe, he met the 
laſt enemy with courage and with joy ; committing 
his ſoul afreſh into the hands of that divine re- 
deemer, who, he ſaid, he was perſuaded, was not 
only able but willing to keep what he had com- 
mitted to his care. He continued in prayer till his 
breath was exhauſted, and then © departed in peace, 
und fell aſleep in JESUST. T . 


May 


* Tt was at firſt propoſed to print, along with this diſ- 


courſe, what ſome friends of the deceaſed committed ta 
writing, together with what the author recollects, of the 
things he ſaid to thoſe about him during his illneſs ; which 
would, indeed, have been the moſt uſeful and edifyin 
part of the preſent publication: But ſuch was his ſettle 
averſion to having any thing of his er in print, that 


his neareſt relations thought, they could not juſtify them- 


ſelves in giving their conſent to it, as 3 apprehended it 


would be contrary to the will of the dea 


ih 


{ Mr. Sanderſon was born at Sheffield in York/hire. He 
had his Grammar-learning under Mr. Clarke of Hull ; ,and 
begun his Academical ſtudies under the Rev. Mr. Jolly at 
Atterchf, which he finiſhed under the Rev. Mr: Eames, 
F. R. 8. After the courſe of his education was —_ 
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May we all fo live! may we all fo: die 
Hear, brethren, on this ſelemn occaſion, the apoſtle's 

| Fegt 47 : r exhortation 


- 


he refided fome time, as Chaplain, in the houſe of 
Birch, Eſq; Curſitor Baron of the Exchequer ;. occaſion- 
ally preaching in and about London. About the year 1732, 
he was choſen aſſiſtant to the Rev. Mr. Wood, at the 
Meigb-houſe in Eaſt-cheap ; from whence he went to Bed- 

rd; where he was univerſally reſpected among perſons 
of the Eſtabliſhed Church, as well as Diſſenters, on ac-. 
count of that prudence, candor, humility and ſweetneſs of 
temper, which were ſuch bright ornaments of his piety, 
and which ſeldom fail to. abate the prejudices and — 
the eſteem of bigots of all parties, and even of the pro- 
fane themſelves, as well as to ſtrengthen the bonds of 


brotherly love and chriſtian communion. He always ex- 


preſſed great ſatisfaction in his ſituation at Bedford, as 
indeed he had good reaſon to do, not only on account of 
his connexions with an amiable family there, and the 
general reſpect he met with in the town, but the very 
conſiderable ſucceſs which attended his miniſterial labours. - 
Under him the church and congregation continued in a- 
very flouriſhing condition ; and notwithſtanding a diverſity - 
of ſentiments about the circumſtantials of religion, have, 
by his prudence and good temper (under the providence of 
God) been happily preſerved from thoſe. ſad diviſions 
which have grievouſly 3 reſpectable ſocie- 
ties, and greatly weakened the Diſſenting intereſt. 
Mr. Sanderſon was conſtantly attentive to the duties of his 
ſtation, very ſeldom abſenting himſelf from his lock. He 


conſtantly preached twice on the Lord's day, befides a 


lecture every Tueſday evening through the winter ſeaſon 
and in the ſummer he always catechiſed the children of his 
congregation ; for which exerciſe he had a moſt happy 
talent, which he improved for very valuable purpoſes. 
Being bleſſed with a good conſtitution, he was very ſel- 
dom, till of late, interrupted in his public work, in which 
he engaged with ſo much pleaſure, that he would not 
ſuffer a imall matter to detain him' from it; and has 
ſometimes been known to preach (through fear of in- 
curring the charge of indolence) when the ſtate of his 
health ſeemed to require him to deſiſt. The diſorder 
which proved fatal to him, was a nervous fever, by which 
he was confined but eight days, and debarred from his pu- 
blic work only one fabbath ; in which reſpect his wiſhes 
were fulfilled ; for he always defired that he might = 
a. ive 
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exhortation to the Hebrews +: * Remember them 
that have (ad) the rule over you; who have 
* ſpoken to you the word of God; whoſe faith 
© follow, conſidering the end of their converſation. 
Let us all become followers of them, who through 
faith and patience now inherit the promiſes. And 
as the great © Lord of the harveſt is continually. 
removing one and another of his faithful ſervants to 
receive. their reward, Jet us pray that he would 
* ſend forth other faithful labourers? in their ſtead. 
Let us who ſurvive our fellow labourers in our maſ- 
ters ſervice, engage your prayers (chriſtians) that 
we may well fill up their places. And let us (my 
reverend brethren) who ſuſtain the paſtoral office, 
be concerned more fully to anſwer the character of a 
faithfpl paſtor which has now been deſcribed. Let 
us be quickened in every part of our work by ſuch 
awful providences as remove our brethren in the 
ſervice of the goſpel from us, and by their exem- 


live beyond his uſefulneſs.— Filled with zeal for his 
Maſter's cauſe, he encouraged ſeveral young men to under- 
take the miniſterial office : Thoſe of them that were neceſ- 
ſitous, he himſelf prepared for the Academy by giving 
them grammar-learning, and ſupported them there by 
raiſing contributions among his friends, which he encou- 
raged by his own. Some of them he lived to ſee ſettled in 
the world; in whoſe ordination he engaged with great 
ſatisfaction, rejoicing over them as a father over his chil- 
dren. May they never forget the frequent, ſerious ex- 
bortations he gave them the earneſt prayers he offered ta 
God for them—the amiable pattern he ſet before them— 
and the ſtrong, repeated proots he gave of his concern for 
their welfare, and their uſefulneſs in the church of Chriſt! 
—A\s for thoſe who came more lately under his care, 
and who have not yet finiſhed their ſtudies, it is hoped that 
his friends who have contributed to their ſupport, will 
continue their kindneſs to them, out of reſpect to their 

worthy Patron; and that freſh benefactors will, in ſome 
meaſure, . repair the loſs they have ſuſtained by his death, 
though it is in ſome views irreparable, | 
| + Ch, Xiit. 7, 
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plary and joyful deaths, be animated to copy their 
virtues and lead their lives, and to do as much for 
_ Chriſt and the ſouls of men as they did: remember- 
ing that very ſoon we alſo muſt be called, as they 
now are, to render up our accounts to the chief Shep- 
herd. God grant that we may be found of 
© him in peace at his coming that when Chriſt 
* who is our life, ſhall appear, we* and the dear 
peop ple of our charge may appear with him in 
GIL ORT, to congratulate each other on recelv- 
| ing our n CROWNS. Amen. 8 


The ' H'Y MN 
{From Dr. DoppRrpox, No XVII. 1 


N O W let our mourning hearts revive, 
And all our tears be dry. 
Why ſhould thoſe eyes be drown'd in grief 
Which view a Saviour nigh ? 


What tho? the arm of conquering . Death | 
Does God's own houſe invade ? - 

What tho? the Prophet and the Prieſt 
Be number'd with the dead ? 


Tho? earthly Shepherds dwell in duſt, ; 
The aged, and the young, 

The watchful eye in darkneſs clos'd, 
And mute thꝰ inſtructive tongue; 


Th' eternal Shepherd ſtill ſurvives 
New comfort to impart ; | 
His eye {till guides us, and his voice 
Still animates our heart. 


4 Lo, I am with you,” ſaith the Lard, 
0 My church ſhall ſafe abide; 
6 For I will ne'er forſake my own, 
« Whoſe ſouls in me confide.“ 


Through every ſcene of life and death, 
This Promiſe is our truſt ; 
And this ſhall be our children? s ſong 
When we are cold i in duſt, 
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REFORMED PASTOR; 


_ a DISCOURSE ON | 
Tur "PASTORAL OFFICE. 


Deſigned principally to explain and recommend the Duty 


of PERSONAL INSTRUCTION and CATECHISING. 


'To which is A. 
1 


An AP PEN DIX, containing ſome hints of adi to 
| STUDENTS for the Miniſtry, and te > Torons, 


' 
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wan bythe Reverend and pow þ -4 


- RICHARD BANTER; 


Abridged and reduced to a new eben 
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